to the present time, but also covers the anatomy, physiology and pathology of the larynx. Particularly valuable are line diagrams depicting salient features in the laryngograms.
This work is eminently readable. There is a comprehensive appraisal of the TNM system as applied to laryngeal tumours and a critical comparison of this classification with older terms. Few departments are in a position to afford the elaborate equipment described for cineradiography. Its possibilities are, however, evident in a study of stills from cine sequences, notably those demonstrating the coup de glotte, occurring during normal phonation.
Criticism of such an outstanding publication may seem pedantic. However, several misspelt words occur which will, no doubt, be corrected in subsequent editions. The index is too brief; it is not always easy to refer back to specific items in the text.
International terminology, unfortunately, is still not uniformly standardized. 'Cylindroma' is retained in preference to the more generally accepted 'adenocystic carcinoma'.
Acknowledgment is made to Professor Brinkman. That this volume achieves almost the status of a laryngeal textbook indicates the closeness of this collaboration.
It seems inevitable that this treatise will grace the bookshelves of all thinking laryngologists, and will become required reading for aspirants to higher qualifications in otolaryngology and radiology.
DENIS L CHADWICK

Calcitonin 1969
Proceedings of Second International Symposium, London, July 1969 edited by Selwyn Taylor pp xiv +568 illustrated £9 1Os London: William Heinemann 1970 This book of the Proceedings of the Second International Symposium on Calcitonin, which was again held at the Hammersmith, has been produced with even greater speed and efficiency than its predecessor. It contains over 50 papers on all aspects of calcitonin, and also several reviews on calcitonin, parathyroid hormone and vitamin D. Several papers deal with the interrelationship between parathyroid hormone and calcitonin but up until now, vitamin D has been the Cinderella of the three. One hopes that the next conference will be broadened in scope to include this fat-soluble vitamin which DeLuca, in his excellent review, likens to a hormone.
The most interesting papers to the biochemist are those relating to the amino acid sequencing and synthesis of calcitonin. For the physiologist there are a considerable number of papers on the role of the C cells of the thyroid gland and the ultimobranchial gland of lower vertebrates as the source of origin of calcitonin. Any clinician interested in bone disease will certainly wish to read those papers which deal with the use of calcitonin in the treatment of Paget's disease and senile osteoporosis.
The two calcitonin conferences have undoubtedly contributed to the speed at which the problems in this field have been solved. The skill with which they were organized is reflected in this book, and the editors and publishers are to be congratulated on the clear layout of the papers and the excellence of the illustrations. There is, however, a sting in the tail: the book costs £9 lOs. The reticulo-endothelial system has for many years, since its definition by Aschoff in 1924, remained somewhat enigmatic; its extent and function have been debated at length, but the advances in knowledge have often been semantic rather than real. During the past fifteen years, methods for the quantitative assessment of RES activity have been devised, and the powerful techniques for investigating cellular function at the single cell level have given many clues about the behaviour of this system in health and disease.
The author can be congratulated on his very clear account of the RES, in which he takes the reader through many of the well-known observations on its anatomy and histopathology, and shows how some of them may be interpreted in the light of more recent information. The main topics are the anatomy of the RES; the handling of antigens; stimulation and depression of the RES; and viruses and the RES. The behaviour of macrophages in vitro is considered in detail. The book concludes with an interesting chapter on the phylogeny of the RES, indicating the way this system has evolved with the increasing complexities of the organization of high organisms.
The illustrations are of a high standard throughout, both colour and half-tone; electron micrographs have been well chosen to aid the arguments. Each chapter is accompanied by an extensive bibliography that includes up-to-date references.
This book can be recommended as a useful, well written monograph on what is bound to become a system of increasing importance.
EDWARD H COOPER
